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Statement on House of
Representatives Passage of
Mortgage Forgiveness Debt Relief
Legislation

October 4, 2007

In August, I proposed a comprehensive
plan to help homeowners avoid foreclosures
and stay in their homes. As part of this plan,
I pledged to work with Congress in a bipar-
tisan way to temporarily reform a provision
of the Federal Tax Code to make it easier
for homeowners to refinance their mortgages
during this time of market stress. Today a
bipartisan majority of the House of Rep-
resentatives passed legislation to help people
stay in their homes and move this process
forward. I applaud the House’s efforts. I urge
the Senate to swiftly consider this legislation
and make it temporary.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3648.

Proclamation 8185—German-
American Day, 2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Generations of German Americans have
helped shape our national culture and ad-
vance our legacy of freedom. On German-
American Day, we recognize the many con-
tributions that Americans of German descent
have made to our vibrant country.

German immigrants, in search of a bright-
er future, were among the first pioneers to
settle in Jamestown. Since then, German
Americans have influenced our society in all
walks of life and helped expand our demo-
cratic heritage and our deeply held belief in
individual liberty. The leadership and strong
spirit of German Americans have helped
shape our country and advance the great
blessings of our Nation.

German-American Day is also an oppor-
tunity to honor the strong ties between the
United States and Germany and to celebrate
our friendship. On this day, we underscore
our commitment to working together to pro-
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mote peace and making the world a more
hopeful place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2007,
as German-American Day. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our
Nation’s liberty and prosperity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., October 5, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 8186—Columbus Day,
2007

October 4, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail on
a journey that changed the course of history.
On Columbus Day, we celebrate this voyage
of discovery and honor an Italian explorer
who shaped the destiny of the New World.

Christopher Columbus’ bold journey
across the Atlantic opened new frontiers of
exploration and demonstrated the power of
perseverance. His journeys inspired other
risk-takers and dreamers to test the bounds
of their imagination and gave them the cour-
age to accomplish great feats, whether cross-
ing the world’s oceans or walking on the
moon. Today, a new generation of innovators
and pioneers continues to uphold the finest
values of our country—discipline, ingenuity,
and unity in the pursuit of great goals.

As we look back on the contributions of
the great explorer from Genoa, we also cele-
brate the many contributions that genera-
tions of Italian Americans have made to our



